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al Interests of our People Para-
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of State Pomcy, is tho motto of The
Progressive Farmer, and upon this
Olatf'vrm it shall rise or fall. Serving
ao nnjster, ruled by no faction, cir-
cumscribed by no selfish or narrow
policy, its aim will bo to foster and
promote the best interest i the
vhole people of the State It will be
true to tho instincts, tradition and I

nistorvof the Anglo-Saxo- n race. On
dl matters relating specially to the
rreat interest it represents, it will
ipeak with no uncertain voice, but
Till fearlessly the right defend and
impartially tho wrong condemn."
from CoL Polk's Salutatory, Feb.
10, 18S6
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We invite correspondence, news items, stis;
gestions and criticisms on th- - subjects of agri-
culture, poultry raisin.:, stoek breeding, dairy-
ing, horticulture and srardinir: woman's won;,
literature, or any subject of interest i o,;r ! ly
readers young jeopI". or the family genera!:;. ;

nnhlie mutters, current events. txti t iea i , 'les- -

tionsfiiid principle, t in short, any sua
discussed in an all-roun- d farm and t;nnly n v-

paptr. rominuni-ation- s should In- - free trom j

personalities and party abuse.
- - -- .- j

EDIIOSIAL NOTES.

j

The now plow trct v ciPod " Che

American Plow Cmpmy," and is
capitalized at $100,000,000. Twenty-thre- e

of the" country's greatest plow
manufactories comprise it. The
headquarters will be in Chicago.

Tho Nes and Observer, with com-

mendable enterprise, has secured re-

ports from 200 correspondents repro
eenting all section of the North
Carolina cotton belt, as to size of this
year's crop The letters indie ito a
crop only 65 8 per cert, the siz3 of
last year's that is to say, a yield of
32S,000 bales compared with 542,000

last year.
The New York Evening Post has

just celebrated the centennial of its
founding. We regard the Post a
one of the best of American dailies,
and we rejoice in is prosperity.
"Maintaining high moral and literary
Ideal, "' it, a the New York Outh.ok
aptly remarks, "has nothing in com-

mon, except, the n?e of type and
paper, with the cheap, slovenly writ
ten, scandal-loving- , vulgarly illus
trated, pensational newspaper."

In our editorial of la-- t week on the
advantages of Prof. B irketts short
ours- - in dairying, we quoted a note
from The Raleigh P..st urging tho
better development of the dairy in
tereN nbjut Raleigh. Tbo foilow-in- g

from a re?ent of the Lur
inborn Exchange also deserves at
teetioa in thi connection: "There
is a splendid opening in Laurinburg
for a dairy. We d ) not kiiow of a
bettor location f r a live and experi-
enced dairy farmer tban in this
town. Milk is a scarce article and
commands . stiff price (10 cmts a
quart) F-.rag- in the fttll of the
year ij cheap and we have a cotton
seed oil mill in town whero cotton
seed hull may be bought at an al-

most nominal price. Gojd dairy
butter c .mmand a fancy pric and
is always ready sale "

In a recent editorial on the State
Fair and Its Midway, we quoted the
Biblical tlo border's editorial c ntain
ing, in 'identally, a rather severe
criticism of Secretary Pogue To
have been perfectly fair, we should
have made s;m reference, in thttt
conneotdou, t;j tho intervio v given
out by Mr. P.'gue. Friday of F;dr
week expressing his urpris and re
gret at the indec:-n-t character of
some of the shows. This interview
appeared, we believe, before any
other criticism of the Midway had
been published. Mr. Pogue seems
to b in earnest in this matter, say-
ing to us last week: "Tne entire

' management regrets the low grade
character of this year's fide shows ;

and for m7 part, whatever the state
of public sentiment, I would resign
rather than allow such a Midway

' 'again

the peopled And the people their
fathers and mothers have the power
to grant their claim.

We may gain a little light by mak-
ing a comparison with the latest re-

port of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction in North Carolina. The
Census finds 490,782 white children
of sohool age in North Carolina ; the
Saperintendent finds only 263,217 in
school! That leaves 227,565 white
children to be accounted for. And
yet we stand idle. Of tho 263,'0--

colored children 127,399 are in moiiooI.

Biblical Recorder.

'IIS TliUE, 'IIS PITY.

There aro gullible people evc.y-where- ,

and our county is no ext rp
tion. LTit an agent drop in on ul,

from uiiknown parts and ho can
dupe our people into buying patent
remedies for all ails, patent churns,
ranges, quilting maohines, lightning
rods, and all sorts of thing, and
they eagerly oough up their hard-earne- d

money for what is vulgarly
called "sky." A home man couldn't
sell them a nt article without
their crying hard times on' him,
where a stranger can pull dollars
from them without a grumble. ' "A
fool and his money are easily
parted" is a trite saying, but lots of

mighty good mon are caught some-

time. Remember this lesson : First,
beware of agents. Second, if . you
buy, know first what you are trad-
ing for. If it is a good thing, then
all right, go ahead. Third, never
sign any paper without knowing
every word that is on it, and always
sit do wn and coolly calculate where
your profits are to come from before
paying an ag.-n-t a big pfiee for the
privilege of selling his trick in cer-

tain prescribed territory. Wo vnio
this for benefit of those who havo
never learned it by experience. It
is a reflection on no one. All make
errors, but they are too tostly at
times to allow them to be repeated
by others when a word in time
would prevent Stanly Enterprise.

SHOULD TAX LISTS BE PUBLISHED?

Says the Chatham Record : "There
is an amazing difference sometimes
between the valuation of property
when listed for taxation and when
reported to a mercantile agenoy as a
basis for credit. The most astonish-
ing difference in such valuations re-

cently came to the knowledge of this
writer. A certain corporation re-

cently organized in this State re-

ported its property to a mercantile
agenoy as being worth $600,000 and
yet this same property is assessed
for taxation at a valuation of $38,000.
Comment is unnecessary."

The Landmark recently expressed
the opinion that all tax returns
should be published. The more we
think about it the more we are con-

vinced that if the law required the
publication of all tax returns once a

yer there would be a mighty rat-

tling of dry bones among the Anani-ase- s

who keep back a part. The
pious gentlemen who swear they are
worth practically nothing at tax-listin- g

time, but who swear they are
worth large sums to obtain erood

ratings in commercial agencies,
would find themselves exposed.
Statesville Landmark.

EDUCATION AND DISCONTENT.

If education is a developing of the
possibilities which exist in the indi-

vidual, considered in his threefold
nature, physical, mental and moral,
discontent, as a result, is inconceiva-
ble. But if one of the departments
of his nature is educated to the ex-

clusion, or even negleot, of the oth-

ers, or if two of these are developed
and the remaining one 'uneducated,
the result may easily be conceived to
be discontent. Unbalanced, there
cannot be harmony, consequently
there must result restlessness find

disoontent. Whether our system of

education is producing this harmony
of development is a most serious and
interesting question.

If it is a faot that our schools are

turning out, as a result of their
training, a generation of restless and

discontented young men and young

women, it is high time to probe uur

system for the cause. Mrs. E

Oakland, California, in Sa-

turday Evening Post.

Somebody said recently that the

world wants justice rather than
charity ; and this is the truth. Every

child in the State is entitled to a

ohanoe in life, and justice will not he

satisfied until he gets it. Money

given to the stalwart . and strong

may be oharity, but help afforeded

the weak and destitute is justioe.-Cha-
rity

and Children.

We do not think that we made a
mistake in giving Prof. Soule's ar-

ticle first plaoe on page 1. The fig-

ures he gives ought to be carefully
studied, for they shed much light on
tho question : "Is it the soil or the
treatment of the soil that is respon-

sible for the discouraging features
of Southern agriculture?" These
figures, too, make it very plain that
we should no longer ask : "Are we
not too poor to oncourage education
as is dr ne eleo where?" but "Are wo

not so pjor that wo cannot longer
afford to keep in the rear iu ediva- -

1 tioual matters?" Tho man v.-h-
o says

that wo are too poor to support pub
lic schools properly is brother to the

tQ
1

first class plow, using an old time
forked snot, as tne muians oiu,
instead.

And after reading what Prof.
Soule has to say upon this subject,
turn to the next column, and read
the report of the tests at the Kansas
and Minnesota Experiment Stations,
showing what is accomplished by
agricultural education in the one
matter of feeding dairy cattle. These
two reports alone would prove a
revelation to any cne accustomed to
scoffing at scientific agriculture. Tho
profits gained also remind us that
tho young farmer who prepares him-

self for his life work as carefully us
does the "business man" in tho city
will, as a rule, make as much money
ard get more out of life than does
his city brothor.

THESHIP SUBSIDY SCHEME.

A recent press dispatch say :

"Senator Frye talked to tho Presi-
dent to day about the ship subsidy
b 11. Mr. Fryc has a new bill, but
-- mvs he will not give it out until it

introduced at the nomins" se.-sio-n.

yt, .J.iVS he d'.-o- IlOt want it riddled... .

no .v b;, hostile criticism, lat is wid- -

:nn' to receive friendly suggestions.'' j

Tac Senator frankness is retrosh-- ;

inr. Wo wish tli it all tho other
subsidy advocares had the courage
to ad 'nit that this ship subsidy idea
coeds only publicity and calm dis
eussion in onlr to inure its death.

Tho Smithfiold Herald has estab-
lished v "Farm which
i quite ably conducted by Mr. J M

Beatty, ono of the proprietors of tho
paper.

A NEW SOUTHEEN MAOAZINE.

The first number of a magazine to
be known as "The South Atlantic
Quarterly," "designed to develop
the literature of the section indi
cated in the title," will be issued
from Durham, N C , about January
20th. Dr Jno. S Bassett, of Trin-it- v

C liege, will be its editor, and
am mr others who are interested in !

the volume am representatives of
Virginia, S uth Carolina, Alabama,
Ten esi-e- e and Mi--isip- pi colleges,
as well as sonm members of the
faculty of .John Hopkins. L'terary
and historical articles and pup-jr- s on
social problems will be published.
The magazine will be issued quur
terly and each number ".ill
from 100 to 150 pages Subscription
price, '$2 per year. With Prof. B.--s

sett as editor, we are sure that the
magazine will be high-grad- e, and we
wih it succfs

AN ECHO OF THt LIJ1BLE33 COTTON SEN-
SATION.

In our reading last week we came
across a ne-v- s item regarding an old
time acqaaiutanco, "the African
Limbless Cotton." The paragraph
is from the Charlotte News, and will
doubtless remind our readers of the
time when this great fake claimed
the support of tho Atlanta

Atlanta Journal, and a number
of North Carolina papers, but was
exposed and exploded by TnK Pro-
gressive Farmer Oar Charlotte
contemporary's item is as follows:
' Mr. H. K Reid, of Sharon, was ex-

hibiting a cotton plant on the 1 wharf
to day. It was fully seven feet tall
but there was a scarcity of bolls. It
is a product of the 4 African Limble" ,'
seed and Mr. Reid ad vised all of nis
friends to take warning. He says
most of the seed of this viriety was
an absolute failure in so far as he
has bem able to learn. A number
of Mecklenburg farmers agree with
Mr. Reid."

Worthy Master Aaron J:nes and
Secretary John Trimble were re
eleoted to their respective positions
by the National Grange in session
last week. Both seem to be very
caDa-bl-e officers, and the Grange is
daily growing stronger tinder their
leadership.

Thanksgiving Day will have oome
and gone before the next issue of
The Pkogressive Farmer appears.
We wish that the day were more
generally observed throughout tha
South. The custom originated, we
believe, in New England, and still
seems to be more thought of in that
section than elsewhere. This is un
fortunate, because the whole coun-
try would bo benefitted if overy
whero the scattered members of
families should gather about the old
homesteads on tho last Thursday in
each November, to spend the holiday
in the tru- - spirit of the Thanksgiv-
ing season.

We are reminded just here that
this year's Thanksgiving proclama-
tion, issued by President Roosevelt,
contains at least ono paragraph that
should not bo forgotten with the
passing of tho occasion that called
it forth. It is this :

"Let us remember that, as much
has been given us, much will be ex-

pected of us ; and that true homage
come from tho heart as well as from
the lips and shows itself in deeds.
We can best prove our thankfulness
to tho Almighty by the way in which
on this earth and at this timti eaoh
of us does his duty to his fellow
men."

That is a worthy sentiment, and it
would be well if each Thanksgiving
worshipper this year could bo
brought to realize that it does really
p dnt out tho truest expres-io- n of
the Thanksgiving spirit.

Ruskin, in his ess-i- on "Work,"
in "The Crown of Wild Olive," ex-

presses tho thought with so mu h
more force and beauty than it is in
our power tod.), that we make no
apology for repr--dncin- one parti
graph. Says Mr. Ru-ki- :

" 1 Do justice and judgment' tint's
your IM!t order; ihat.'s the
of G d ' not pi rising or p' dm sinf
ing. You are t ud, indeed, to sing
p.-al- ms whon you are merry, find to
: rm when you need anything ; and,
by the pervmseno.i of the Evil
Spirit, we get to think that prajing
and palm-singin- g are 'service.' If
a child finds itself in want of any
thing it run and asks its father for
it doe it call that doing its father
a service? If it begs for a toy or a
piece of cake does it call that serv-
ing its father? That, with Gcd, is
pr yor, and Ho likes to hear it : He
likes you to ask Him for cake when
you wanr, it ; but He doesn't call
that 'serving Him.' Begging is not
serving: God likes mere beggars as
little as you do He likes honest
servants, not beggars. So when a
child love its father very much, and
is very happy, it may sing little
songs ab Ait him ; but it doesn't cad
that serving its father; neither is
singing songs tbont God, serving
God."

Wo believe that Mr. Ruskin's
view will prove aa entirely new tn-- 3

to many readers, a" yet it is but
I In expression in p... t and in another
form of the very foundation princi
pit) of Christ's teachings It is not
our parpo.se to preach a sermon, but
we think that on this first Thanks-
giving Day of the new century each
of us should try to remember that,
lie can "Last prove his thankfulness
to tho Almighty by duing hi duty to
his fellow-men.- "

But this is not a now dootrine, nor
better stated than in tho language
of tho Gioat M ister who taught tint
t;not every one that saith, 'Lord,
Lord,' shall enter tho Kingdom of
Heaven," but that if wo do a service
to the least of His creatures we shall
bo rewarded a if tae service had
been rendered to the Master himself.

In ether words, the Gi er of all
good needs no cheering word from
our lips nor friendly deed from our
hands, and that way of oxj re-sin- g

our gratitude is not ojen to us ; but
Ho does teach with unmistakable
plainness that any of His creatures
whom we can help is for us His
representative, His substitute, and
that He will finally make plain to all
His doctrine "As ye have done it
uLto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto mo."

Becauso we wish to encourage the
reading of the best literature, it is a
pleasure to reoommsnd a high clasj
periodical such as The Youta's Com-
panion, of Boston, Mass. It is bright,
olean, hedpful, hopeful In these

years of its existence it hiB
brightened many million homes, and
exerted some influence for good on
several million lives. For the young
people of the family there is no bet-
ter paper. And the boys and girls
will find it hard to monopolize the
reading of it, once the older members
of the family examine it carefully.

THE EXACT FACTS: SCHOOL ILLITEBACT;
POPULATION STATISTICS.

Last week we received Census
Bulletin No. 89, in which are given
the statistics gathered in the census
of 1900, in regard to the voting pop-

ulation, illiteracy, nativity and mili-

tary strength of North Carolina.
One will find use for a knowledge of
these statistics every no w and then
for ten years ; and so we set them
forth hero with the inj miction to
the reader to cut them out and put
them whero they will bo handy.

There are in North Carolina 753,-82- 6

children of school age, that is
from five to twenty vears of age, in
elusive. Of these 753;376 are native
born, only 450 being foreign born ;

490,782 are white, and 23,044 are
colored this includiDg 2,500 In
dians, Chinese and Japanese.

The party in power, and all the
peoble, under the Constitution and
the will of the Most High are under
solemn obligations to provide ample
sohool facilities for every one of
these 753,826 children. At present
but little moie than one dollar is
provided for the education of each
of them. But from sixty to one
hundred dollars is expended by tho
State, having been taken in part
from the fathers of these needy chil
dren, upon far more able men and
women in far less necessary higher
schools. One of these days our State
will wake up to the truth of this
fact. When they do they will need
no urging, but much restraining.
The average man reads it now as in
a dream.

There aro 377,611 males of school
age, of whom 247,912 aro white
There are 376,215 females in the
same class, of whom 212,423 aro
white.

There e--re 417,578 men in North
Carolina more than t ent-y-on- je rs
o age. Of these 294,920 can read
and write, and 122, 65 S cannot. 68 184

negro mo a are iliif crate and 60,131
can reid and write. Toee are 54,474
white me a who cannot read and
write, and there aro 234,789 white
men who can.

More than half tbo negro men are
illiterate and are therefore disquali
tied for the ballot. And there are
more than 50,000 white in North
Carolina who oannot read and write
There are probably as many white
women.

If sixty yeirs of our present free
school work and more thun a con
tury of he State University have
left us with more than 100,000 white
men and women full grown who can-

not read and white, surely some
thing is wrong. Surely if after so
long, 100,000 are left illiterate, have
we not good caue 1 1 say that unless
something miraculous is done for
the free schools right away, by the
year 1908 many a whi'e boy will bo
disfranchised and will either be
turned away from the ballot or
allowed to vote by frud whioh
God forbid !

There are 326,202 malci of military
age (between 18 and 45 years), of
whom 98,691 are colored. We could
raise a grand army to defend us
against a foreign eacny ; oan we not
raifo ore to defend our childten and
our State from ignorance and the
oppression that it breeds?

Tbe percentage are as follows:
Percentage of child-e- n of school age,
white native born 64.6, foreign born
0 1; colored 35. Of military age,
males, 69 per cent are white, 31 oob
ored. Of voting age, 69 per cent,
are whie, 31 are colored. Of illit
erate males of voting age 19 per
cent, are white, five per cent, are
whites of foreign birth, and 53 per
cent, "are colored. Fifty-eigh- t per
cent, of the Indians in North Caro
lina are illiterate. Only six-tenth- s

of one per cent six in one thou
sand men of voting age in North
Carolina are foreign Eleven per
cent, of these are illiterate

Only a few facts need to be reit-
erated in view of these figures : (1)
that there are more than 100,000 illit-
erate white men and women in North
Carolina, and as many colored ; that
there are 753,000 children of school
age in North Carolina, that many of
them are not in school ; that only a
little more than a dollar each is ap-
propriated for their education ; that
there is no one in the halls of the
General Assembly to lobby for them ;

that they have been run over every
two years for for a hundred years ;

that men who talk most about them
have been known to be the first to
trample their cause under foot. And
this, that the people alone oan rescue
the children and the State from this
condition. The children have the

FARM ARTICLES.

Prof. Doty's plan for decreasing
the number of inseot pests is a wise
one, and the subject timely. When
other work is not pressing, a few
hours may be profitably spent in
burning the decayed limbs of the
orchard trees and all the leases and
other trash about them.

Prof. Burkett's discussion of "The
Principles of Stock Breeding" is con-

cluded in this number. Next week
wo shall publish the first of a no w

and, in our opinion, bettor series of
articles from him on "The Livestock
Industry in the South." In fact,
the installment f or next week is one
of tho best written, most-suggestiv- e

farm articles that wo havo had re-

cently. Look for it.
Rev. Mr. Moore furnishes us some

good suggestions as to the distinction
between truo and false farm econ
omy. And it is something of a co-

incidence that we havo just received
an article on that identical subject
by Mr. E. E. Miller, of Tennessee,
which will appear next week. While
the same spirit animates both, the
letters are alike in no other respects,
and you will find each well worth
reading.

Harry Farmer makes a suggestion
that should have the attention of
our college managers. And, by the
way, Harry will talk next week of
the advantages of farm life compared
with factory life.

PAGES 4 AND 5.
Wo conclude this week our series

of Browning's poems. We especially
commend tho first and last of the
"Gems" quoted.

Readers will noto with regret that
this week's is the last installment of
Dr. Alex tnder's reminiscent article-"- .

This chapter i a good one, and wo
are sorry for the man whose mouth
does not water a ho reads that sec-

ond section beginning, "It is a pleas
nro," etc. Wo hope to havo other
articles from the Doctor from time
to time.

We expect that some of our lady
readers will say hard thing about u?
r o?auso a hi graphical sketch has
usurped the space usually nceupied
by "Our Social Chat." Inext nuition
of the offense, however, and to shift
tho burden from our own shoulders
to those of the Chat readers them-
selves, we wish to explain that when
wo prepared the matter for page 5

enough letters had not arrived to
justify Aunt Jennie in writing. But
tho Chat will return to its own next
week. And while referring to our
"preparing tho matter for page 5,"
we perhaps should explain again that
pazes 1, 4, 5 and 8 are printed sev-

eral days before the t er pages that
contain editorials, news matter, etc.

In all seriousness, however, Ma-

con's life ought, to he muoh more
generally studio 1, ari l if our essay is
unworthy tho fault lies in the author
and not in the subject. Few North
Carolinians havo ever been so highly
honored as Macon was, and we do
not think that a purer or more in-

teresting character can be found
anywhere in our history. We should
say also, perhaps, that the North
Carolina Publishing Society nearly
three years ago offered a prize of $60

for tre best sketoh of any one of the
fifteen men whose biographies appear
in Peele's "Lives of Distinguished
North Carolinians ;" and, several
months' later, the sketch published
on ) ige 4 was awarded the prize.

It doesn't occupy much space, to
be sure, but it beams to us that
Riley's poem, "The Bumble-bee,- " is
one f the best things in this num-
ber. We regard it as nearly perfect.
Where could you add a word or elim-
inate one without injury?

MISCELLANEOUS MATTER.
Our "Thinkers" department con

tains three noteworthy selections,
one each from the Biblical Recorder,
Statesville Landmark and Stanly
Enterprise. We should like to have
the opinion of any reader as to the
Landmark's suggestion.

We note with regret the loneliness
of Dr. Foard in our Correspondence
division. With so many live public
questions to discuss, that depart-
ment should be full.

An article from the New York
Outlook on the great railroad com-
bination that now has a large part of
the commeroe of tho Northwest at
its mercy, appears on page 6. We
do not endorse all the Outlook says,
but the article tells plainly what has
taken place And the situation is
such as to demand the serious atten-
tion of all good citizens.

In this State the political pot is by
no means quiet, and the column of
gossip as to candidates, on page 7,
will interest many readers.


